Objection has been raised against the use of the term dental pulp, some holding that the formative organ of the dentine should be called the dental nerve, as it is even now designated by the laity, because of the fact that whea in an inffamed condition it is extremely sensitive.
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Considered from the stand-point of histology and compared with other portions of the body, we find that it is much less highly organized and presents few of the special characteristics which entitle it to classific ation as nervous tissue.
The greater portion of the mature pulp is composed of ordinary connective-tissue elements, being made up of filiform and fusiform cells, presenting no regularity in arrangement, but crossing and anastomosing in all directions.
Upon the surface of the pulp, forming part of it, is a layer of cells termed odontoblasts. They are developed from the ordinary embryonic connective tissue cells, but are especially endowed with the function of secreting the dentine. These cells are possessed of one or more fibrous prolongations which extend into the tubuli of the dentine. To these fibers of the odontoblast has been given the name of dentinal fibers because of their location.
The pulp is a very vascular organ. Its blood supply consists of a few-vessels ot considerable size and numerous capillaries, which ramify throughout the entire organ.
It is also well supplied with nerve-elements. These consist of medullated and non-medullated nerve-fibers, which terminate in the odontoblastic layer. 
